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MORGAN FREEMAN: 

UNCONQUERABLE SOUL



VISUAL





SOUND
	1. 
	FADE IN.
Images of Morgan build…
MONTAGE of Morgan Freeman inter-cut with MOVIE STARS.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

A&E TITLE GFX

TITLE GRAPHIC:  

MORGAN FREEMAN:

UNCONQUERABLE SOUL

	MORGAN ON TAPE

I remember when that moment came: when you say it’s either this or death.  I’m not going to try to do anything else.  I’m going to die trying to do this.
I’m born to do it.

NARRATOR

He has become a Hollywood icon...

 

HILARY SWANK

07 24 10 He can be funny and he can be dramatic and he can do action 

 

NARRTOR

Creating a body of work second to none.

 

ARSENIO HALL

Who could play a pimp and drive Miss Daisy in the same lifetime!

 

NARRATOR

Reaching great heights against all odds...

MORGAN

Really something, isn’t it?

 

ROBERT REDFORD

01:06:49 He became a player in the transition from minor roles for black Americans to major roles

 

NARRATOR

Through sheer grit and determination.

 

KEVIN COSTNER

02 09 40 I’m sure there were moments where he questioned himself

 
MORGAN IN COMMERCIAL

I stick to Listerine.

MORGAN ON SOAP OPERA

Falling in love…

NARRATOR

And where others would have faltered, Morgan Freeman stayed the course. 

  
CLINT EASTWOOD

04 23 40 He’s sort of an Americana kind of guy:  he went after what he wanted to go after as a performer and everything came his way.  
MUSIC FULL



	2. 
	BLOCK ONE


	WAY DOWN SOUTH

	3. 
	CLIP of Freeman playing Fast Black menacing a prostitute and Christopher Reeve’s character.

Image from the film.

Images of Freeman in reverse chronological order.
	FAST BLACK
You’re lying through your fucking teeth. I know it, you know it, and this fucking ho know it.
PUNCHY

Come on, leave him alone -- 
NARRATOR

It was a stock Hollywood character in 1987:  a pimp.  But in the hands of this veteran stage actor, Fast Black was electrifying.   

FAST BLACK 

I know what people are doing no matter what they say.  Because I read minds, you dig?  I don’t take no shit off of you.
NARRATOR

i. This was Morgan Freeman’s breakthrough performance.  At 50, his time had finally come…


	4. 
	Interview on camera.

MONTAGE of old rural Mississippi.
Mississippi montage (CONT’D).

Huck Finn raft scene.
SLOW DISSOLVE to:
Interview on camera.

Mississippi imagery.


	BILL COSBY

01 02 44 Morgan is one of those stories that’s sad -- but has a happy ending. 

NARRATOR

Morgan Porterfield Freeman Jr. was born on the first of June, 1937, in Memphis, Tennessee.  It was the Depression and his parents -- Mayme and Morgan Senior – moved north to find work.  They split up their four children, and Morgan and his baby sister Iris went to live with his grandmother in Charleston, Mississippi -- a perfect place to spend long summer days playing “Horse and Buggy”.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:06:00 She yelled at us, “You young’uns, come over here and get some cold water, you’re gonna run yourself to death out here,” so we went over there and she gave us a cup of water, and I didn’t take the cup.  I leaned over and started…

(slurping sound). 
She says “Mor, what are you doing?” and I said “I’m a horse, and that’s the way horses drink.”   And she says “if you don’t take this cup I’m gonna slap the fire out of you.”  (laughs)
NARRATOR

It was a dream world for Morgan:  His grandmother adored him and the little boy with the big imagination was happy.  
But when he was only 6 his grandmother died -- and everything changed.  



	5. 
	Montage of Chicago circa 1943.
Interview on camera.

Montage of city stills.
Interview on camera.
	NARRATOR

He went to live with his parents on the South Side of Chicago.   This strange new world was a shock for Morgan. 

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:07:43 It was hard, it was terrible as a matter of fact.  Urban life was, boy, you’re mostly concerned with survival.  
NARRATOR

Here, Morgan grew close to his mother, and she would be a positive force in his life.   This was not true of his father.   
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:09:38 He’s my sperm donor.  Don’t talk about him.  



	6. 
	Mississippi montage.
Interview on camera.

YEARBOOK IMAGES.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Morgan’s parents split.  When he was 12, his mother took Morgan and his siblings back to Mississippi.  
BARBARA CURRY
01 03 26 I remember Morgan, probably in the early years of elementary school as being this happy individual… 
01 04 40  with a boyish face -- a smile and twinkling eyes

DAVID JORDAN
03:41:40 He was tall, he wouldn’t weigh, appeared, 100lbs. wet and the kind of clothing he wore was tattered, 
03 422 00 But something was special about him. 
ALMA HENDERSON

Everybody liked him.  Everybody liked Morgan.



	7. 
	School montage.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Yearbook photos.
Stage images.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Image of Morgan.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR
Morgan liked to perform and show-off for friends.  So when he had a crush on Barbara Curry, he pulled the chair out from under her…

BARBARA CURRY

01 01 2x In those days that was how young boys got the attention of girls.
MORGAN FREEMAN 

03:13:37 She hit the floor and bounced like a ball. 
BARBARA CURRY

01 02 30 What he probably didn’t realize was that I would chase him down the hall.
MORGAN FREEMAN (CONT’D)

So I ran from Barbara and right into the arms of the English teacher who was the prettiest woman in the school, and she grabbed me sort of frog-marched me down the hall, and I thought OK, this is the end of my day I’m gonna get the daylights beat out of me.  
NARRATOR

But Morgan was not punished.  Instead, he was drafted to be in the school play – where his acting-out could be put to good use.  
SIDNEY STEVENSON

He had the talent for it all:  He could be funny and be dramatic

DAVID JORDAN

03 49 49 If he had to play an old man, he could do it – he was just that diverse.

NARRATOR

In 1950, the school drama club competed in a state-wide acting contest.  They took top prize – and Morgan won Best Actor.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:13:04 I sort of got that power feeling being on stage: I was right where I was supposed to be.  

SIDNEY STEVENSON

He could be anything he wanted to be – even in high school

BARBARA CURRY

01 06 2x He came over how he wanted you to perceive him. 
None of us really saw him as he actually was because he always had the front, the character, the person that he wanted to be seen in that moment.

ALMA HENDERSON

04:11:46 He used to tell us he’s gonna be in the movies… but we didn’t believe him.

 

	8. 
	Montage of old movies.
CLIP from war film
Interview on camera.

CLIP INTER-CUT with...
Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR
As a teen, Morgan was fascinated by movies:  Cowboys and swashbucklers -- and especially war movies.
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:11:35 “Flying Leathernecks,” “Flying Tigers,” anything with planes flying, strafing, diving… 
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:12:00 When I was 16, I’d leave class, 
[unintelligible airplane pilot voice]  
Teacher says, “Morgan, Morgan, pay attention please.”  “Oh, sorry.”  I leave.


	9. 
	Morgan stills.


	NARRATOR

So in 1955, when the young graduate had the choice between a drama scholarship to Jackson State or to be a pilot in the U.S. Air Force, it was no contest.
 

	10. 
	Air Force footage from the 50s.
Jet footage.

Interview on camera.

Image of Freeman from late 1950s.

7:50

	NARRATOR
The recruiting officer promised Morgan he could fly.  And soon, the would-be fighter ace was in training -- to be a radar mechanic.  But he was determined to overcome both red tape and prejudice to be a flier -- and finally his moment of truth came…

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:19:05 I got up into the cockpit of this jet, and I’m sitting there looking around, trigger switch, and all these knobs and dials, no camera. This is reality, that’s not what you want: you want to be in the movies.  Climbed out of the jet, walked away.  
NARRATOR

So the die was cast:  acting was Morgan Freeman’s one true dream.  But what awaited him in Hollywood was harsh reality.

	11. 
	BLOCK 2


	“HOLLYWOOD, I’M HERE!”


	12. 
	MONTAGE from the previous segment:  fighter jet footage, Deep South images, a shot of Freeman as a young man.
	NARRATOR
Morgan Freeman had an epiphany in the cockpit of a jet: he didn’t want to be a fighter pilot – he just wanted to play one in the movies.  
 

	13. 
	1961:  a bus arrives in L.A.
Hollywood images of the day.
	NARRATOR

So once he was out of the Air Force, he packed his bag and took off for the west coast.  The young man was confident Hollywood would greet him with open arms.  


	14. 
	Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Hollywood montage, early 60s.

Paramount et al.

Interview on camera.
The busses of L.A.
Interview on camera.

	MORGAN FREEMAN

“Hey, Mom, here I am, I’m in Hollywood, you know, I’m going to do it.”
ANTHONY MACKIE
07:53:51 At that point in time for a black man to move out West and say “I want to be an actor” is kind of a – that’s a daunting task.
FRANK DARABONT

01 07 14 Boy, talk about a Hail Mary pass. 
ROB REINER

01:00:47 This is a town that eats people alive.
KEVIN COSTNER

02:03:14 Obviously the hill that Morgan had to climb was much tougher than any white actor had to experience.
NARRATOR

But Freeman was determined. He walked into Paramount, ready for his first role.  And right away they wanted to hire him – to run office machines.  Clearly, breaking into the movies would be tougher than he thought.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03 20 48 I didn’t have any money!  And I didn’t have any wheels.  And I actually didn’t have enough money to ride the bus from where I was to where I needed to be because the bus ran through zones and at every different zone, you had to pay another fare.  

03:21:53 I ran completely, totally, and absolutely out of money.  But I’d made friends, so I could eat once in a while. 


	15. 
	Images of young actors circa 1961.
Interview on camera.

Hollywood/L.A. montage.

Old footage: driving from the city.
	NARRATOR

He took free acting classes at Community College.  The price was right for the cash-strapped Freeman – but the lessons, and the professor, could be harsh.  

MORGAN FREEMAN

03 23 36 My voice was a lot higher, my speech was a lot slower 

03:24:36 The first time I stood up in class, and said anything, he stopped me.  And he said “what’s your name?” And I said “Morgan Freeman,” and he said “Not step ‘n fetch it?” 

NARRATOR

So Freeman worked on his voice, and in office temp jobs around L.A. But acting jobs were non-existent.  Yet Freeman had heard there was work for actors -- on Broadway. So the young man changed his tack and set off for New York City. 


	16. 
	Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Montage of Broadway, NYC, 1962.

Image of Freeman.

Freeman dancing.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Freeman, back then.

A 60s car heads cross-country and over the Golden Gate bridge.


	PETER GALLAGHER
07:08:48 If I had any, any, any, any even moderate clue how hard it is for an actor to break into show business I would’ve run screaming into the night.
ROB REINER

01:04:37 It’s not only filled with rejection, but it’s filled with no money, for a long long time.
ALFRED UHRY
12 01 50 There were thousands and thousands of actors so you got to either be lucky, or want it real bad or probably a lot of both.
MORGAN FREEMAN

03 25 15  I didn’t have a plan of action, 

03 26 10 I stumbled around trying to find backstage. Couldn’t do it.

STARLETTA DUPOIS

01 09 03 Showbiz period is not for the faint of heart.  Because there is no question you have to persevere.  

PETER GALLAGHER

07 09 05 Your best friend at times like that is your own profound ignorance because you just have no idea what’s ahead.
NARRATOR

He auditioned.  Endlessly.  But the doors to the theater seemed to be closed to Freeman.  But a window had opened -- through dance.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:29:46 My teacher said you have a knack, you should study dance. Because actors, who can dance, sing and dance, triple threat.

ASHLEY JUDD

01 07 08 I see him very much as a dancer, he’s got that length and that “leaness” of a dancer. 
HILLARY SWANK

07 20 49 Have you heard him sing? He’s a great singer too. 

NARRATOR

Freeman worked hard on these new skills.  Then when he heard about an opening in a musical theater company on the west coast, he made yet another “course correction”.   



	17. 
	Opera Ring images.
POSTERS:  Once Upon a Mattress, West Side Story, Three Penny Opera
Little Mary Sunshine.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Freeman joined the Opera Ring in San Francisco.  Here he performed in a range of shows -- and his work was singled out by critics.  Finally, things were looking up for the 25 year old.  But then the director cast Freeman as an American Indian…
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:28:24 She says at the end, when we do our big final production number, you know, you’ll come through and you will be waving the flag. And I said, no. And she said, no?  She said, you get a little press and it goes to your head. Now I want you to play the Indian and the Indian is going to be waving the flag and if you can’t do that, I don’t need you here. 
CLINT EASTWOOD

04 20 58 If somebody wants him to do something on the set or wants him to dress a certain way, he always asks “Why”?
KEVIN COSTNER

 02 08 52 If you know Morgan, he’s guided by his own true north, you know, he’s a principled man.
MORGAN FREEMAN

Well I couldn’t do it, so I had to leave.  That was painful.



	18. 
	Montage:  NYC early 60s, dance, poster or image from THE PAWNBROKER, the 64 World’s Fair.
Image of Freeman.
Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR
Following a friend’s advice, Freeman returned to New York to continue studying dance.  Here he found film work for the first time as an extra in THE PAWNBROKER; and he was a dancer in the 1964 World’s Fair; and then -- the jobs dried up.  

ANTHONY MACKIE

07:55:57 A lot of people would just become very bitter and go crazy.
07:56:28 And that instantly turns you into a negative being and you just -- it just becomes a downward spiral.



	19. 
	Image of Freeman.
Interview on camera.

Freeman as an actor.
13:50
	NARRATOR
The 28 year old actor hit bottom.  Poor and hungry, Freeman had a choice:  he could use his skills to find an office job:  be a clerk – and live a normal life; or act.  And so he made a fateful decision:
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:32:47 There comes a time when you say it’s either this or death. I’m not going to try to do anything else: I am going to die trying to do this. 
NARRATOR

And so in 1965, Freeman stayed the course:  he was determined to be an actor.  But the long, hard struggle to break into show business would test that resolve…    



	20. 
	BLOCK 3


	A WORKING ACTOR



	21. 
	MONTAGE reprising previous segment:  L.A., NYC, San Fran; driving shots, posters, temp work, etc.  
Interview on camera.
NYC images.

Interview on camera.
	NARRATOR

Throughout the 60s, Morgan Freeman had gone from coast to coast, struggling to be an actor while doing temp work to get by.
MORGAN FREEMAN 

03:32:11 I was doing whatever you needed to do to pay rent and just to be able to go to auditions.
03 31 41 I was auditioning for dances, I was auditioning for Broadway I was auditioning to be in the chorus of some Broadway show. 

03 46 4x I never really liked auditions; I was never that good at it.

STARLETTA DUPOIS

0 110 52 There are times you are discouraged and you take stuff personal, like “Is the gift gone?”  



	22. 
	An image of Freeman.
Interview on camera.

Images of Lower East Side in late 60s.
Interview on camera.

POSTER:  Hello, Dolly

Freeman image.
Sailing image.

	NARRATOR

Finally, at 30, Freeman made his off-Broadway debut with Stacey Keach.  
STACY KEACH
05:03:34  He lived down on the lower east side and 

05 04 20  it was very modest, it was like a studio apartment in the lower east side.  We were poor in those days.
05:01:57  Morgan played a very small part but it was obvious from the first moment he stepped on that stage that he was a guy who had something special.
MORGAN FREEMAN
03:37:47 That play made me know I was on my way. Got good press and all that sort of stuff you know. And right after that play I walked out of that play into Hello Dolly. 
NARRATOR

His role in the year-long production gave Freeman the financial security to marry Jeanette Bradshaw, a young woman he’d met working as an office temp in the city.  The money also gave him the chance to learn how to sail – right off of Manhattan.   For Freeman, it was the next best thing to flying…


	23. 
	Image of Freeman.
COMMERCIAL.

COMMERCIAL.

Image of Freeman appears in the instant photo.


	NARRATOR

Meanwhile, the endless auditioning continued, and Freeman would take whatever he could get.
LISTERINE COMMERCIAL CLIP.
MORGAN UP A POLE

I stick to Listerine.

MORGAN’S POLE FRIEND

Hey wait a minute.  You say you hate it but you keep on using it?

MORGAN UP A POLE

Why yeah – think if it didn’t taste so strong, it wouldn’t be working.
POLAROID COMMERCIAL CLIP. 

MORGAN WITH CAMERA

Focus right here and press the button.

ANNOUNCER

Polaroid’s SX-70 Land Camera…

NARRATOR

Finally Freeman won his first principle film role – in a kid’s movie about a petting zoo.  Made by a tiny production company, it would not be his big break.  And so Freeman moved on to a different “company”…



	24. 
	DELETED
	DELETED

	25. 
	CLIP.
Montage of EC images.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

EC images.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	ELECTRIC COMPANY OPEN. 
KIDS SINGING

We’re gonna turn it on, we’re gonna bring you the power…

NARRATOR

The Electric Company was designed for older kids to improve their math and reading skills.  It was an instant hit.  On it, Freeman played a range of characters – starting with Easy Reader.  
FRED SPECKTOR

Electric Company was an in influential thing to a lot of people even though Morgan winces because it was not what he got into this business for…

CLIP.

MORGAN CHARACTER

When you play golf, what are you doing?

COSBY CHARACTER

Well, I put the ball down and I hit it into the weeds and I go look for it.

MORGAN CHARACTER

But you are golf-ing.

COSBY CHARACTER

Golfing!  Yes I am. I am golfing!

BILL COSBY

01 13 26 We weren’t acting. We were just having fun. 

CHEO 
01 30 15 I just remember him being very, like, he would give a word and he would say it, with very specific, perfect diction.

LUIS AVALOS

07 40 30 And he was, definitely liked:  by children, by adults, by everybody. It’s difficult to not like Morgan.

NARRATOR

Here, Freeman would do hundreds of voiceovers – and develop his signature style.  
CHEO COKER
01 04 05 Maybe there was a reason that voice resonates with so much power: because we’ve been hearing it for such a long time?

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:41:18 I didn’t want to do it past 2 years, that was my agent and I decided “No, we’ll do this for a couple years then we’ll you know, we’ll move on”. 

ROB REINER

01:26:41 He probably initially was very happy to be getting steady work and making some money but ultimately somebody that has the talent that Morgan Freeman does is going to feel very stunted.


	26. 
	Images of Freeman from that time:  the sad clown.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Still of Freeman.


	NARRATOR

As the show rolled into its fifth year, his marriage suffered.  And Freeman began to drink -- heavily.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:42:22 I was not happy at all. It’s no one to blame but me:  I just didn’t have the courage to walk away. 

03:42:22 It’s terrifying, you know? 

LUIS AVALOS
07:39:26:21 It never showed.

07:39:57:02 He didn’t express it and his work on The Electric Company didn’t reflect it either.

NARRATOR

One day, he woke up face down in a doorway.  That’s when Freeman realized “this would not do” – and he quit drinking.


	27. 
	EC image.  They all walk away.
Theater images.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Montage of posters and stills.


	NARRATOR

Finally, after 780 episodes, the series was over.   So was his damaged marriage.  Now separated and unemployed, Freeman threw himself back into the theater, in a play called The Mighty Gents.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

it was a great little gem of a play and I got the part of this wino.

STARLETTA DUPOIS

01:12:28:11 I knew him because he had been a fixture on the Electric Company.  So when we were going and doing our read through and I was just so curious as to how he was going to pull this character off, Zeke.  

RICHARD WESLEY
12 55 22, 30s, 56:30 As I’m standing in front of the theater, I see Morgan rounding the corner; the closer he came  to the theater, the more he began to change physically; and as he walks past me I say “Hey Morgan, how ya doin’?” and he says to me in this heavily slurred voice “I’m doin’ pretty good, sport?” and he goes into the theater.
ASHLEY JUDD
01 02 49 I remember experiencing that exact phenomenon of a very subtle but pervasive physical transformation and I think that that’s an “inside job”; I think it’s something that’s part of that internal alchemy that just radiates out of him.

STACY KEACH

One of his great talents is his ability to do that and make us believe that he is whatever he’s playing.

NARRATOR
Freeman next co-starred with Jose Ferrer, won top honors doing Shakespeare, and was named Broadway’s Best Male Newcomer – at the age of 40. 
 

	28. 
	Image of Freeman circa 1980.
Image of Robert Redford.
Image of Chris Reeve. 

19:54
	NARRATOR

i. But then the shows closed -- and Freeman was left a divorced, middle-aged, out of work actor.  But then he met a pair of movie stars who would change the course of his life.

ii. 

	29. 
	BLOCK 4
	BREAKTHROUGH AT 50



	30. 
	Montage reprising imagery from the last segment:  theater acting and initial successes and marriage and divorce.
Images from the film.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Image of Freeman from the early 80s.


	NARRATOR
a. Morgan Freeman was an award winning stage actor, one of the most respected on Broadway, and yet he still sometimes found himself going hungry.  Then Freeman won a role in Robert Redford’s 1980 film BRUBAKER.  
ROBERT REDFORD

01:13:3x It was just a short brief scene, where he’s a crazed man, a violent prisoner.  Came down and did it and was great and had to go right back to New York to perform in a play and anyway he came back to finish the scene and he had lost his voice. I mean his voice was shot because of the two performances. But he pushed through it and gave the same performance, gave the same powerful performance.  

b. KEVIN COSTNER

02 11 30 Robert’s an incredible leading man:  he knew exactly how to react; he could underplay everything as a result of what Morgan was doing.

ROBERT REDFORD

01 22 01 It’s like a dancing partner and a dancing partner that you can swing with and then it becomes fun as opposed to lugging somebody around.
NARRATOR

Once again critics singled out the work of the 43 year old actor.  And again, the acting work dried up.


	31. 
	Interview on camera.
Image of Freeman from the time.

CLIP.

Interview on camera.

Montage of stills from the show and his theater work/posters and awards.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Freeman in character fades away.


	MORGAN FREEMAN

03:38:19 It’s like a door slammed. 1981 no, no work. Now we are deep into 1982, no work. So I am thinking “OK you’re 15 minutes are up, junior”.
NARRATOR
Ironically, Freeman considered getting a chauffer’s license.  Instead, he went back to daytime television and into… 
ANNOUNCER (ON SHOW)

Another world…
MICHELE CHARACTER

I really did appreciate all that special attention.  

MORGAN CHARACTER

Well my dear you deserved every bit of it – and more.
MICHELLE SHAY 

00:51:02:01 They didn’t give us hot sex scenes -- just ones where he charmed me you know and worked his way into my heart.  Which Morgan is good at 

NARRATOR

a. From 1982 to ‘84, the soap paid the bills while theater roles fed his soul.  And on Broadway, he won the award for Best Actor for the second time.
PETER GALLAGHER

07 15 25 You know Morgan would do that thing that great actors do which is every once in a while would just surprise the hell out of you. 

ARSENIO HALL

01 10 20 I saw him on stage and I remember him in a gospel role as a preacher. …I didn’t even know who he was then, and I was like just transfixed on this man.

RICHARD WESLEY

12 53 00 He was almost elastic on stage. Long arms and long legs, he could stride across the stage. Even when he was just standing still, you couldn’t take your eye off him.
MICHELLE SHAY
00:52:50:20 He does make it seem effortless.  It’s annoying.

(laughs)
NARRATOR

As the theater work picked up, Freeman’s soap character went on honeymoon -- and never came back.  



	32. 
	Montage of family images (if available).  
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

a. Meanwhile, Morgan married again in real life.  In June of ‘84 he wed Myrna Colley-Lee, a costume designer he had worked with many times in the theater.  But married life was different for the actor the second time around.
MORGAN FREEMAN 
03:50:37 I didn’t have these “I’m never gonna work again issues.”  Once my career tilted upward again, it just kept moving up. 
CHEO COKER

01 02 58 You always knew that – even though everybody else didn’t quite know yet – that this Morgan Freeman guy, if he got the opportunity, was really going to be incredible.



	33. 
	
	NARRATOR

a. Then in 1987, Freeman’s big moment finally came.   
b. 

	34. 
	Image from STREET SMART
CLIP.
Interview on camera.

Montage of NYC circa late 80s.

Interview on camera.

Image from the film.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

ANGLE on Chris.
Interview on camera.
Interview on camera.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Montage of Freeman from the last 25 years of his life.

25:56
	NARRATOR

The Christopher Reeve film STREET SMART gave Freeman the chance to do what he did best:  keep it real.
CLIP FROM STREET SMART.
FAST BLACK

I could rip out your nose.  Or snip off your lips…
KATHY BAKER
01:39:53:15  the first time I saw Morgan Freeman was at the table read for STREET SMART:
 01:41 51:03 I remember Morgan leaping across the table at Christopher, and I remember Christopher who was a very big guy and a big movie star.  He was so taken back and I remember he was quite rattled for the rest of the reading.
NARRATOR

i. As a New Yorker, Freeman knew what real pimps and prostitutes were like; and he brought that to his performance.  
ii. JEFFREY LYONS

iii. He was scary I remember saying

iv. “Don’t turn your back on this guy”.
NARRATOR

v. But even Freeman was afraid he had kept it a little too real with his popular co-star.
CLIP FROM STREET SMART
FAST BLACK

It’s not your face, bitch.  It’s my face:  my tits and my ass –

CHRIS CHARACTER

Hey, take it easy –

FAST BLACK

Yeah?

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:51:30 My move was sudden into his face and I went a little too far and a little jagged edge hit him right here. 

(points to face) 

RICHARD WESLEY

13 11 40 When the director says action, Morgan gives you action!
KATHY BAKER

01:48:15:20 Christopher loved Morgan’s performance.  And probably if he cut him he was just like: pffsh…  

STACY KEACH

05 09 16 I mean this guy that he played in STREET SMART was a scumbag and yet you were, you liked him; there was something about him that was absolutely mesmerizing.
NARRATOR

vi. Critics called Freeman’s character “danger incarnate; an unsheathed blade.”   And he was nominated for an Academy Award.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

I think if it had come earlier in life I would’ve burned out – done something stupid.

ASHLEY JUDD 

01 08 40 People just handle it better when their success comes later in life: they’re more grateful, their perspective is healthier, and there’s perhaps a richer enjoyment of it. 

PETER GALLAGHER

07:10:30 He made it like nobody made it from the New York theater -- and by doing so, kind of kept the hope alive that any of us might.
RICHARD WESLEY

12 59 10 We knew about Morgan so long before that and we were not surprised at all. 

STACY KEACH

05 19 05  He was always working at his craft, his art, he was always trying to improve himself --
CHEO COKER

01 01 15 By the time the spotlight went in his direction, not only was he ready but he was better than just about anybody.
NARRATOR

vii. And so, at 50, Morgan Freeman was ready to realize his dream of becoming a movie star.  And his life was about to change in ways that he would have never dreamed possible…  
viii. 

	35. 
	BLOCK 5

	FROM JOURNEYMAN 

TO MOVIE STAR


	36. 
	Montage reprising Morgan’s rise from his role in BRUBAKER to STREET SMART, including awards and critical acclaim.

	NARRATOR
Morgan Freeman had stayed the course.  He was now a movie actor; an Oscar nominee.  But his next role would not be in a big film – but in a little play called Driving Miss Daisy…



	37. 
	Interview on camera.

Montage of Driving Miss Daisy images.

Interview on camera.
Image of Freeman as Hoke. 

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	ALFRED UHRY
12 02 45 He was cast in Driving Miss Daisy before I met him. And just before he went into rehearsal I went to see STREET SMART which had just come out.  He had this scene with this actress where he took a scissors and went right at her face.  And I was like “God, what have a gotten myself into”?
NARRATOR

Once again, Freeman made his character of flesh and blood, and both theater critics and audiences loved it.
MORGAN FREEMAN

It’s a great, great play. I’m just very enamored of that character.

ALFRED UHRY

12 07 45 he understands that you can say yes ma’am all the time without being uncle Tom-ish.
12 10 08 I thought people were going to have trouble identifying with this man because he could have been stereotypical and somewhat offensive to people.  But his inate dignity and his understanding of the role -- he was brilliant.

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:54:47 … I know that character very well, I grew up with him.

 

	38. 
	Image from LEAN ON ME.

Interview on camera.

LEAN ON ME images.
Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Then came Freeman’s first starring role -- as a hard-hitting real life school principal in 1989’s LEAN ON ME.  
JOHN AVILDSEN

04:13:31:21 When people in the business saw it they said, “you know, “get that guy, he's good.” You know he can do this, he can do that – look at the range of characters; you know he's like Alec Guinness.”
ROBERT REDFORD

01 23 50 He can call on craft, get into it, be it, inhabit it, and then let it go.



	39. 
	Montage of Freeman as a new movie star.
60 Minutes CLIP.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	i. NARRATOR
The film was number one at the box office.  Morgan was hot and the scripts poured in.  And while others complained there weren’t enough roles for black actors, Freeman’s appeal – and his personal philosophy -- seemed to transcend race.
ii. FREEMAN with MIKE WALLACE:

iii. "I am going to stop calling you a white man and I'm going to ask you to stop calling me a black man.”
iv. MIKE WALLACE
v. “How are we going to get rid of racism –“
vi. FREEMAN with MIKE WALLACE:

vii. “Stop talking about it.” 
viii. MORGAN FREEMAN 
ix. 03:55:21 I think there was a subtle way of limiting people. You know, fixate – you know as an interviewer you’re pretty good -- you know, for a white man.
CHEO COKER
01 35 25 I don’t see Morgan Freeman as being apolitical, I see him as somebody being strong through his performances and letting the work itself make changes.
ANTHONY MACKIE

08:14:15 He represents our people in a way that makes me proud.

	40. 
	Images from the film.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Film images.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

And it was pride in his heritage that led Freeman to play a part in GLORY-- about the 54th Massachusetts, America’s first black combat regiment.  
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:57:03 I remember talking to people afterwards who wept after they saw that movie, who had no idea. 

CHEO

01 23 59 You never really hear stories of African Americans being involved in the formation of what makes this country this country.
JEFFREY LYONS

And he made it part of American History, modern American history.

MORGAN FREEMAN

03:57:03 The truth of the matter is that Black people fought in every single war this country has ever fought in. 

03:58:01 Well, why would you fight for a country that promises? Because it promises. You fight for the promise. 

 

	41. 
	Mississippi montage, modern, in color this time.
Beautiful landscapes.
	NARRATOR

About this time, Freeman moved back to Mississippi.  He bought his mother’s old place.  There, he could spend his days riding the red clay that had been so dear to him as a child.


	42. 
	DRIVING MISS DAISY image.

Interview on camera.
Interview on camera.

Image of Eddie Murphy with Miss Daisy.

Image of Freeman as Hoke.

Interview on camera.
Image from film.
Interview on camera.

Press coverage of DMD.  Oscar red carpet images of Freeman.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Meanwhile, the movie version of DRIVING MISS DAISY couldn’t get a green light.  

LILI ZANUCK

07:00:29 I think it was the subject matter: there’s not a big rush to make a movie about a Jewish woman in Atlanta and her chauffer,

RICHARD ZANUCK

06:19:50 I remember the head of the studio saying I have 2 words:
06:20:08 Eddie Murphy.  We said we love Eddie Murphy, but not for this, we have 2 words: Morgan Freeman.
ALISON BAILES

15:04:07 He takes a role that is really a supporting role, what could be a small role, and makes it big.  He imbues it with life and authenticity and meaning, and he never panders to stereotypes.

NARRATOR

The little two character film nobody wanted would gross $150 million. 

RICHARD ZANUCK

And the same studio heads that turned us down -- we’d see around town: they’d say “I told you so”!
NARRATOR

It was nominated for 9 Oscars – including Freeman’s second:  this time for Best Leading Actor.  Critics said he was a shoe-in, but it was not to be:  Daniel Day Lewis won for MY LEFT FOOT. 
ALFRED UHRY

12 24 50 After the play, after the movie, after all that, one night he said to me, “you know the whole thing was just a dance for the white people.”  I said “What?” and he smiled.  So I don’t know what he meant; made me love him more.  

CLINT EASTWOOD 

04 24 46 He’s got a playful personality; sometimes I think he’s just trying to bend people’s mind a little bit just to see where they go with it.


	43. 
	Montage:  Freeman in various characters.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Freeman faced another setback:  he found that he was being typecast as the stable, dignified character chock full of --
ELYSA GARDNER
03:09:52 Gravitas.
FRANK DARABONT

04 55 XX Gravitas

ROB REINER

01:34:34  I have the maybe a G –
JEFFREY LYONS

15:12:10 Oh yeah, he has gravitas.  

LORI McCREARY
02:15:39 We get many scripts where he is playing God or an angel --
ROB REINER
01:34:34 Yes, he has gravitas and I’m sick of it!
MORGAN FREEMAN

04:02:37 Well I don’t know how I got roped into that – but here I sit:  “Mr. Gravitas”.


	44. 
	Posters/images:  
BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES. 

ROBIN HOOD, PRINCE OF THIEVES
Interview on camera.

Film images.
Interview on camera.

Behind the scenes images.

Interview on camera.

Film images.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

And the wise and weighty roles kept coming:  as a New York judge opposite Tom Hanks, and a cultured Saracen teamed with Kevin Costner.

KEVIN COSTNER

02:10:46  I learned a lot from Morgan … we both jumped into Robin Hood without much preparation and 

He was very empathetic and supportive and if you wanted to try something he was like right there. 

PEN DENSHAM

06 04 50 He was always prepared, he had a dignity about his work, never complained.  And what that meant was all the other people who are up to their ass in mud & arrows have to sort of match his honorability and his system.  So it really made the set a much easier place to work.

KEVIN COSTNER

02:20:03 He has a high level of interest in not only what he’s doing but he’s interested in what you’re doing, you know and that’s always kind of charming, right?
CLINT EASTWOOD
04:02:25 We met one time and he was telling me how much he enjoyed the OUTLAW JOSEY WALES and he said if you ever do another western and you want somebody to ride along, let me know…



	45. 
	Montage of film images.

Interview on camera.

Images from the film.

Location montage.
Interview on camera.

Film images.
	NARRATOR

In 1992, Freeman got his chance when he co-starred with Eastwood in UNFORGIVEN.  The film marked the beginning of a strong working relationship.
CLIP.
CLINT CHARACTER

I see you still have that Spencer rifle huh?

MORGAN CHARACTER

Yeah, and I can still knock the eye out of a bird flying, too. 
CLINT EASTWOOD

04:12:05  Some actors like to stay absolutely in the mood of their character and some actors like to break out of it -- and so Morgan’s one of those kind of guys: it’s easy to work with because he’s enjoying the surroundings – the air, the mountains, the people, everything.  He’s great that way.
NARRATOR

The movie, shot on location in western Canada, gave Freeman the chance to do two things he loved:  act and ride.

CLINT EASTWOOD

He’s a good cowboy, yeah, good cowboy.  Rides well.
04:07:57 He’d go out and ride all day long, if he didn’t have to work or if he didn’t have to work till the afternoon he’d ride right up and ride right into the scene, work, then ride on out – 
04:08:15 I don’t think I’ve ever seen him any happier. 
 

	46. 
	DELETED – NOW A SHORT

	DELETED

	47. 
	CLIP.
CLIP cont’d. 
Interview on camera.

Image from film.

Interview on camera.

Stills of Oscar success…

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	CLIP - SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION.
MORGAN AS RED

Ask you something:  why’d you do it?

ROBBINS CHARACTER

I’m innocent, Red.  Just like everybody else here.
NARRATOR

In 1994’s THE SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION Freeman once more turned a typically clichéd character inside out.  
ROBBINS CHARACTER
What are you in for?
MORGAN AS RED

Murder:  same as you.

ROBBINS CHARACTER

Innocent?

MORGAN AS RED

Only guilty man in Shawshank.
FRANK DARABONT

07 40 XX There are two actors that really respected each other. Came at the craft from a different place. Tim is more the, this guy… (points to temple).  Morgan is more the, this guy… (indicates heart). There’s a little more intellect versus a little more intuition 

FRANK DARABONT  
05 50 xx  I remember once:  I was getting into the ins and outs and theme and subtext and all this stuff and as I was spewing all this stuff, I’m just watching this polite sort of blank look on his face and I stopped myself and said “You know what? You don’t need to know any of this do you?” and he said “No”.
NARRATOR

Balancing the film’s shortcomings at the box office was 7 Academy Award nominations, including one for Freeman – his third in 7 years.  But again, he did not win.
MORGAN FREEMAN

03:59:24 The first Oscar I was up from nowhere, nobody knew me, nobody even saw the movie, so that wasn’t really a bother. Then the next one was DRIVING MISS DAISY… um, yeah but I saw MY LEFT FOOT so I was in good company there: Daniel Day.  And then SHAWSHANK – yeah, bothered. I love Tom, but I thought… 

(makes faces) 
FRANK DARABONT

It was GUMP year.  We got “Gumped” like everybody else did.


	48. 
	DELETED
	DELETED

	49. 
	POV jet flying through clouds.
Image of Morgan as pilot.

Interview on camera.

Montage of Jimmy and Morgan’s jet.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

While his career reached new heights, the actor realized yet another dream:  Morgan finally learned to fly. 
JIMMY HOBSON

00:16:43 He’s a very good pilot.  

Helps me keep up with altitude selection, frequency changes.
MORGAN IN COCKPIT
We have flown as far as South Africa in this plane:  that’s in the neighborhood of 16, 20 hours.  That was a long, long haul.
JIMMY HOBSON

00:21:36 I get to see a lot of performances up in the cockpit.  He might break out and do Eddie Murphy or sing I have to pinch myself every now and then just to realize that I’m here. 
CLINT EASTWOOD

04 36 59 Any time a person is a public figure I think they always long for moments where you can be by yourself and be somewhere, whether it’s up in the sky or out on the seas.



	50. 
	Flying high images.
36:46
	NARRATOR

Soon Freeman’s professional career would fly higher than few could dream possible.  But then reality would threaten to make it all come crashing down…



	51. 
	BLOCK 6


	OSCAR AND BEYOND



	52. 
	Montage reprises prior segment with a rapid series of images.
	NARRATOR

In 1987, Morgan Freeman had made the leap from journeyman actor to movie star.  His career took off with STREET SMART, and it continued soaring.


	53. 
	Montage of Morgan.
Interview on camera.

THROUGH THE WORMHOLE
Interview on camera.

CLIP from BRUCE ALMIGHTY.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Morgan as God walks away on water.
	NARRATOR

Freeman was in demand on screen and off:  thanks to the voice he’d cultivated on a kids’ show.  
ROB REINER
01:02:00 He is the go-to guy for voices.  It’s not an official documentary unless it has Morgan Freeman’s voice.
CLIP.
MORGAN VOICEOVER

This dizzying geometry might also be  divine geometry.  A unified math that created you, me, the sun, the stars, everything in the known universe.
BILL COSBY

01 17 00 I hear his voice, I recognize him on the commercials, and I smile.
NARRATOR

And that voice would come in handy for a role few others could play…

CLIP FROM BRUCE ALMIGHTY.

CAREY CHARACTER

Who are you?

MORGAN AS GOD

I’m the One.  

CAREY CHARACTER

Huh?

MORGAN AS GOD

Bruce – I am God.

ELYSA GARDNER

03:05:13 Even when he’s playing God there’s a humanity.

ANTHONY MACKIE

08 18 10 He can do that and the main conversation that come out of it is just how cool he made God and not how God was some black dude.
LORI McCREARY

02:18:53 The only thing weird about working with a guy who has played God is sometimes our discussions will end in:  “Well that’s because I am God.” 
MORGAN AS GOD

Chow.

	54. 
	CLIP FROM MILLION DOLLAR BABY.

CLIP (CONT’D).

Interview on camera.

Images from the film.

Interview on camera.

CLIP.
Film images.
Oscar image.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	MORGAN CHARACTER

People die every day, Frankie.  Mopping floors, washing dishes, and you know what their last thought is:  I never got my shot.  Because of you Maggie got her shot.
NARRATOR

In 2004 Freeman reunited with Clint Eastwood in MILLION DOLLAR BABY.  
HILARY SWANK

07 22 15 In a lot of the scenes we had together Clint would say “OK that’s enough of that” and you didn’t even realize you were in a scene, acting. That’s how effortless Morgan is. 

CLINT EASTWOOD

04:35:30 I think he feels confident that he is what he is, he knows that he’s been doing it a long time, I think he has a certain confidence and knows he can perform and deliver.
MORGAN CHARACTER
If she dies today, you know what her last thought will be:  I think I did all right.  I know I could rest with that.

NARRATOR

Freeman’s performance earned him yet another Oscar nomination -- and this time:  he finally won.   
HILARY SWANK

07 25 46 The words “finally won” an Academy Award says everything.

ASHLEY JUDD

01 05 45 His performances are so seamlessly natural and he’s like couture where you never see the seam of the garment, you never see the work that has gone into making this thing of rare beauty that’s just effortless.

	55. 
	Montage: Movie images.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

FREEMAN PRESS JUNKET


	NARRATOR

An increasing range of film roles opened up to Freeman – from enigmatic good guys to flat out bad guys:  and he performed them all in typical Morgan Freeman fashion.
ROB REINER 

01:10:25 When we did Bucket List, Jack Nicholson and I would work every morning on what we were gonna shoot that day, you know we’d spend a half hour to 45 minutes in Jack’s trailer going over what we were gonna shoot, maybe rewriting, you’d hand it to Morgan 5 minutes before you were gonna shoot and he’d look at it and go “OK, I got it.”
ROBERT REDFORD

01 10 00 You just throw something right down and it wasn’t in the script but it’s in the character or story and he’d do it. And he’d come up with great things.  

BILL COSBY

01 25 30 And there he is -- just as smooth as Oscar Robertson.

FREEMAN PRESS JUNKET

I think when you get to the point in your mind when you say I’ve made it, you like peaked, as it were, you’re on your way down because there’s no place else to go.  And I just don’t feel that way at all.


	56. 
	Image of Morgan and Myrna Colley-Lee.
CLIP.

Montage from the news story.

Image of Freeman from 2008.


	NARRATOR

But while Freeman’s professional life was soaring, his personal life was not:  he and his wife of 23 years separated in 2007.  And then, in 2008…
COURIC ON CAMERA

Actor Morgan Freeman is in serious condition tonight in a Memphis hospital.  The car he was driving last night skidded off a Mississippi highway and flipped over several times…

NARRATOR

While his female passenger wasn’t badly hurt, Freeman had severe injuries to his shoulder and arm.  Yet through it all, he would continue to prepare for the role of lifetime -- in 2009’s INVICTUS.
 

	57. 
	Interview on camera.

Montage from INVICTUS.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

MONTAGE.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	MORGAN FREEMAN

04:13:36 I knew I was going to play Nelson Mandela.  It was a foregone conclusion. Because he said if there’s a movie made about me, I want Morgan Freeman to play me.
CLINT EASTWOOD

04:31:04 When he gets excited about stuff, when he gets going and is ready to shoot a film he doesn’t let anything get in his way whether it’s pain or anything else.
MORGAN FREEMAN

04 14 30 One problem: I’m not really what you call good with accents. And I don’t want to embarrass anybody by trying it and sounding stupid. So I was really concerned with sounding like Mandela… 
MORGAN FREEMAN

I crammed. Watched videos of him.  So that when it came time to go on set I had something that sounded so close to him, his personal assistant thought I was him. 

ALFRED UHRY

12 28 00 He called on parts of himself because he’d been through a lot.  He’d been through that accident, he’d been through that divorce; he had suffered a lot of emotional pain and physical pain and he used it in that part in an amazing way.


	58. 
	DELETED

	DELETED

	59. 
	TRANSITION to images suggesting upcoming projects (RED and Through the Wormhole).  

Mississippi montage.  Landscapes, Main Street, Madidi restaurent, blues club.
Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.


	NARRATOR

Well into his 70s, Freeman continues working on a range of film projects and TV programs.  At home in Mississippi, he has a fine dining restaurant and a blues club.  He gives to good causes large and small, contributing time and money to help people far away and close to home. 
SHELLEY RITTER

03 12 38  Because he is who he is when he takes an interest in a cause the awareness that he can generate for that cause and the people he attracts, he shares with the town and that just helps everybody.
BILL LUCKETT

01 57 50 Mr. Freeman, you have fame and fortune.  You could live anywhere in the world you want to live: why do you live in Mississippi?  And Morgan said:  Because I have fame and fortune I can live anywhere in the world I want to live – and that’s why I live in Mississippi.


	60. 
	Montage of Morgan over the years combined with interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Interview on camera.

Images of Morgan.

	ROB REINER

01:05:15 He brings with him the richness of that background, that life that he led, and it informs every part that he plays.
HILARY SWANK

07 25 00  When you’re working with someone who’s so accomplished, so extraordinarily talented -- it’s only going to bring out the best in you.

ROBERT REDFORD

01 22 20 I would imagine anybody working with Morgan would be lifted up.
ANTHONY MACKIE

08:19:43 He's given so many young actors the will to follow their dreams.

SIDNEY STEVENSON

Anytime that you can someone from a small city like Greenwood, Mississippi do as well as he’s doing in this age and time, it’s just fantastic.
STARLETTA DUPOIS

01:35:20 He has grit. He persevered. 

STACY KEACH

05:21:20 And he’s earned everything that he’s gotten by virtue of his talent and his commitment to his work.

ASHLEY JUDD
01 01 35 But even above and beyond the phenomenal endowment of talent that he has: is the goodness of his soul.

CLINT EASTWOOD

04:23:27 Morgan is all of the above, you know?  He’s just a terrific guy and he’s had a different kind of life -- but he’s made well of it. 


	61. 
	Interview on camera.


	MORGAN FREEMAN

04:06:05 I think you don’t have life if you don’t have a dream. You have something to aim for.  Put it before you. Put it on the medicine cabinet, put it on the refrigerator. So every time you go there, you are reminded: This is what I want. You’re going to get it -- guaranteed. 



	62. 
	Stylized montage of the life of Morgan Freeman – reviewing the images of his life. 

45:00
	MORGAN FREEMAN

04:15:39 Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever god there may be
For my unconquerable soul.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.
FADE OUT.


